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Education News - March 25, 1998
UMaine Faculty Member Honored for Distinguished Service
ORONO, Maine --The New England League of Middle Schools has presented its
distinguished service award to University of Maine Associate Professor Edward Brazee,
recognizing his pioneering work and advocacy of quality education for early adolescents.
Brazee, a UMaine faculty member since 1984, received the James P. Garvin Distinguished
Service Award before an audience of 4,000 educators and parents at the regional association's
annual conference March 23 in Providence.
"Ed Brazee was the perfect nominee. He is respected by everyone as an influential leader and
inspiring role model for teachers," said association board member Kathy McAvoy, who
presented the award. A teacher at Jefferson Jr. High in Lee, Maine, McAvoy also serves as a
regional trustee for the National Middle School Association. She earned her master's degree
under the guidance of Brazee who teaches graduate courses in middle level curriculum,
organization and teaching.
Brazee is recognized at the state, regional and national levels for his work in support of young
adolescents and for defining middle level curriculum as rigorous, integrated and
developmentally appropriate. Curriculum development and implementation are the focus of
the popular Middle Level Institute, which Brazee founded and directs each summer at
UMaine. Nearly 250 educators from around the United States and other countries participate in
the Institute each year. He also founded the Maine Association for Middle Level Education,
one of the most active such organizations in the country, and continues as its executive
director.
Long active with the National Middle School Association, Brazee currently serves as associate
editor of professional publications and is former chair of the curriculum committee. Recently,
he was named to the Nickelodeon Educator Panel as the only higher education representative
on the 14-member panel established to guide the children's programming channel's educational
initiatives; and to the Expert Review Council for a National Staff Development Council
middle grades project. The review panel will identify exemplary programs in the content areas
of language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies for inclusion in a consumer's guide
of appropriate interventions to address staff development needs.
An Orono resident, Brazee earned his doctorate in middle level curriculum and instruction
from the University of Northern Colorado and is a former middle level and high school
language arts and reading teacher.
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